Solomon Garrett

Born: 1871, Indiana

Died: (?)

In Leadville from 1894 to 1907

Hattie (Cohn) Garrett
Born: 1879, Texas
Died: September 13, 1957 Spokane, Washington

Gertrude Garrett (Sol’s Sister)
Born: 1879, Indiana
Died: (?)

Known Addresses:
319 Harrison Avenue, 1895-96
Vendome Hotel, 1897
321 Harrison Avenue, 1898-99
6 Callaway Block, 1899-1901
318 Harrison Avenue, 1904-06
140 W 4% Street, 1906-07

Solomon Garrett was born in 1871 Indiana,* and
although it is unclear when he arrived in Colorado,
he was a member of an Indiana Zouave regiment?
and likely came to Pueblo, Colorado after his tour
of service ended.®> Sol was politically active during
his short time in Pueblo; in 1893 he was elected as a
delegate* for the local chapter of the Populist
Party,® a burgeoning, pro-labor movement that was
founded in 1892. A clothing store clerk by trade,
Sol spent time in Pueblo before trekking up the
Arkansas Valley to Leadville in 1894.6 There he
found a position with the Strauss Shoe and Clothing
Company’ and took up residence at 318 Harrison
Avenue.

By all accounts, Sol was well liked around town,
and participated in numerous social functions. Sol
was an amateur boxer with a strong left punch,® and
a zealous outdoorsman who often spent his leisure
time fishing and hunting in the wilderness
surrounding Leadville.® In general, although it is
evident that Sol was popular at his trade and could
attract customers to whatever retailer he chose to
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work for, he changed employers, as well as
residences, with relative frequency. Typically, his
new employers would announce the move with
relative zeal in their weekly advertisements
whenever Sol changed firms.©

From 1894 to 1897, Sol worked for the Strauss
Shoe and Clothing Company. Shortly after noon on
Wednesday, October 30, 1896, some empty boxes
stored near the store’s wood burning stove ignited,
Sol discovered the developing fire quickly and
sounded the alarm. By the time the fire department
arrived, the building was fully involved in flames.
In the aftermath, it was realized the flames
themselves did little damage, but most of the
backroom stock had been doused with water,
resulting in a stock liquidation sale the following
week. !

Sol left the Strauss firm and accepted employment,
briefly, with the Neuman & Marks*? clothing store
before leaving Leadville for a short stint in Seattle
over the winter of 1898-99. This periphrastic
behavior may also be indicative of his political
leanings; the aforementioned membership in the
Populist Party,*® as well as being a founding
member of Leadville’s chapter of the Retail Clerk’s
Union of America where he was elected to the
office of Treasurer.!* It does appear that Sol
changed employers wherever and whenever he
found an opportunity of greater benefit. Merchants
took great pride in having Sol on their sales floors,
and he would find establishments always eager to
hire him, sometimes for a second or third tenure.®®
The Strauss Shoe & Clothing Company welcomed
Sol back to his old position when he returned from
Washington in 1899.%® He remained with the
Strauss operation until he left Leadville again, for
parts unknown, in the latter days of 1900.%

Sol was well liked about town, and participated in
many of the events held by the community or the
Temple Israel congregation. He was always willing
to offer a helping hand. In the late summer, while
on a fishing trip near Norrie (northeast of Aspen),



Sol happened upon two Leadville police officers on
a fishing trip who regaled him with their tale of
their horse who managed to wriggle free from his
harness, leaving them and their wagon full of
supplies behind. Sol guided them to a hot fishing
spot where they filled their baskets then helped
them locate the railroad tracks and flag down a
passing locomotive who’s engineer returned them to
Leadville.'®

Sol was absent from Leadville from late 1900 to
February, 1902,%° and when he returned it was with
new plans as he and Hattie Cohn, co-congregant of
Temple Israel and member of the Cohn family
which moved to Leadville in 1879, were married
shortly after his homecoming. The Cohn family
owned and operated a series of pawnshops around
town.?® The couple was married on April 5 1904.%
Sol obviously enjoyed a strong relationship with the
Cohn family having known Hattie since at least
1895 when they attended a fundraiser for the Ice
Palace together.?? Hattie was often mentioned in the
social columns and once, in 1887, she accepted a
role as one of the human playing cards in a life
sized game of Whist,2 a popular ‘trick’ card game
of the era, at the Weston Opera House.?*. Soon to
be brother—in—law, Morris Cohn, hosted Sol’s
bachelor party on March 1%; an affair significant
enough to warrant attention from the local
newspapers.®
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Sol and Hattie did not remain in Leadville for long
after their wedding. Late in the summer of 1902,
they left for Phoenix where they planned to make
their new home.?® Phoenix did not appear to be all
the couple envisioned. Hattie returned to Leadville
for a lengthy visit with her parents during the early
summer of 1903%” which was followed a few
months later by the death of her mother, Fanny
Cohn, from a brief and sudden illness early in
1904.% Sol and Hattie moved back to Leadville in
May of that year and Sol accepted a position with
The Famous? clothing store. Sol’s sister Gertrude
made the decision to move from Cripple Creek to
Leadville shortly thereafter and joined the couple on
November 20, 1904.%

Sol continued to enjoy Leadville’s proximity to
outdoor sports, led hunting parties,3! and broke all
of his own standing fishing records on a trip to
Piney Lake in August of 1906.%

In 1907, Sol, Hattie, and Gertrude moved way from
Leadville for good to make a new home in Spokane,
Washington. They couple never had children and
records for Sol and Gertie become scarcer after
1907. Hattie died in Spokane on the thirteenth day
of September, 1957, at the age of 83.%
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