Samuel Newhouse

Occupation: Mining Investor and Business Owner
Born: October 14, 1853

Birthplace: New York City

Death: September 22, 1930

Ida Stingley

Occupation: Waitress, Socialite
Born: 18677

Birthplace: ?

Death: 19377

Samuel Newhouse was a mining investor and
business owner. Stories like Newhouse’s
characterized the American public memory of the
old mining West. Many individuals in Leadville
toiled away for a better life. Miners hoped for the
day when their sacrifice paid off and mining
developers dreamed of getting lucky with their
hard-earned investments. Newhouse experienced
his fair share of busts. He achieved his dream of
striking it rich and was deemed a millionaire later in
his life. Tragically, like his contemporary Horace
Tabor, Newhouse died broke.

Newhouse was born in New York City on October
14, 1853. Newhouse had 8 siblings and his parents
were of European descent.! He attended public
school in Pennsylvania and was preparing to enter
law.> However, Newhouse became interested in
mining and headed West.?> Known as “Sammy”
during his earlier years, it was reported that he tried
relentlessly to make a proper living. Newhouse
attempted life as an underground miner in
Leadville, but he later testified that he was not fit
enough for the work.*

Newhouse thereafter worked with a local Mining
Exchange. He made his living for a short time as a
caller and a plunger.® The exchange fell through
within a few months. Following this incident,
Newhouse worked as a clerk in a paint and
wallpaper shop owned by Turner Whickersham on
114 East Fifth Street.’
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Newhouse couldn’t stand the work. He shortly
changed direction to partner with Sylvanus Ayres,
who was a cashier for a local bank. Both Newhouse
and Ayres formed the Newhouse Transfer
Company. They also added a third member to the
business, J. Ridgeway Wright. The business was
listed at 127 East Ninth Street, at the city’s train
depot.” Newhouse offered shipping services
between the train depot and all parts of the city, as a
business advertisement of the period shows (see:
Figure 1). Newhouse anticipated that his business
would give him the necessary capital to develop
mining properties.

The enterprise was not an instant success as
Newhouse had hoped. The firm consisted of a team
of thin, sickly old horses tasked with hauling loads
around Leadville. It was joked in a local paper that
the horses’ “ribs could be easily counted, and if the
firm could only have made as many dollars per
diem to the ribs exposed they would have made
money.”® Out of frustration, Newhouse shot the
hind leg of a neighbor’s bulldog that would often
chase and bark after him. The dog’s owner insisted
that Newhouse pay up for the dog’s wound. A
surgeon was called, and Newhouse paid the bill.®

Despite his failing endeavors in Leadville,
Newhouse was keen on marrying a young woman
by the name of Ida Stingley. Stingley was a
waitress at a house at 118 West Sixth Street.® The
boarding house was owned by Ida’s mother, Mary
Stingley. Newhouse would often eat at the boarding
house while Stingley would beg her mother to not
charge him for his bill.!* Stingley had a reputation
in Leadville and had many devotees. The two
married on January 1, 1883.12 Stingley was only 16
at the time of their marriage.”®> Newhouse was 30
years of age.



Newhouse later recalled:

| was a miner with nothing but my
dreams — I worked like a miner. I’11
never forget Ida Stingley as she
looked to me that first time | saw her
and decided to see her again. Our first
home was in Leadville. It was small,
yes, and built of logs.'*

It appears that the couple stayed in the
city for another year or so before
Newhouse decided to cut his losses. The
couple may have gotten into the hotel
business together for a short time and
became close to Chauncey Nichols. Both
Newhouse and Stingley accompanied
Nichols to Ouray, Colorado sometime
between 1883 and 1885.%> Nichols had
connections to England, and Newhouse
became congenial with a prominent
Englishman while in Ouray. The
Englishman fell ill, and Stingley took
part in nursing him back to health.
Newhouse’s new friend offered him the
money, if he ever needed it, for mining
investments.'® It may have been around
this time that Newhouse was
championing Ouray mines with the help
of his new business partner.t” It was
reported that Newhouse later sold these
investments for millions of dollars.®

The Englishman that Newhouse later
spoke about likely would have been
Barney Bernato. Newhouse accompanied
Bernato in Cripple Creek at the end of
1895.
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In 1895 a local newspaper reported:

A letter recently received from Mr.
Newhouse said he had interested
several Londoners in Colorado mines,
principally those of Cripple Creek,
and at a dinner given by Baron
Rothschild a company had been
organized for investing over here.
The next day the full capitalization,
$2,500,000, was paid in and Mr.
Newhouse was instructed to use his
own judgement in placing it.*°

In the end, Newhouse ended up not
investing in any Cripple Creek
properties.?’ Newhouse worked diligently
to find possible mining developments
elsewhere. After another hit of initial
failure in Idaho Springs, Newhouse set
out to Utah where he met with former
Leadville citizen, Tom Weir. Weir was
the former manager of the A.Y. and
Minnie Mine in Leadville. Both
Newhouse and Weir decided to
collaborate on finding a worthy
investment.

After some time, Newhouse invested in
the Highland Boy Mine in Utah. The
investment was prosperous. He
continued other successful developments
in Idaho Springs and Central City in
Colorado. He invested in the Newhouse
Tunnel (now known as the Argo Tunnel
in Idaho Springs, Colorado.)?
Newhouse sustained his partnership with
Weir and together they made the first
copper smelter in Utah.?2 He invested in
numerous properties and buildings in
Utah, including the Newhouse Hotel in
Salt Lake City and the city’s first
skyscrapers.



Additionally, Newhouse established a
townsite 230 miles south of Salt Lake
City and named it after himself. He gave
also gave great deal of financial aid to the
ill-fated socialistic Jewish farm colony in
Clarion, Utah., He was known for
throwing lavish parties. In an interview
for a Leadville newspaper during 1902,
Stingley was praised for her husband’s
newfound wealth:

And pearls! Well, you ought to see
that one last string her husband gave
her! It cost $150,000 — just a string to
go once around her throat, mind
you.?*

Newhouse’s extravagant spending
projected the end of an era. Many of his
mining properties did not yield enough
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capital to justify the work on his decadent
projects and lifestyle. When World War

| broke out, this only complicated matters
as it was much more difficult for
Newhouse to obtain loans from Europe
and Eastern states in the U.S.% In 1914,
Newhouse and Stingley separated.
Stingley, at the time, preferred to remain
in Europe. Then, after further financial
troubles, Newhouse moved to France in
1920 and lived with his sister. Samuel
Newhouse passed away on September 22,
1930 at the age of 76.2° Ida Stingley
spent the last years of her life in poverty.
She passed away in a nursing home
during 1937.%
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