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Ausios and Nettie Zeiler Household Joseph and Mrs. Joseph Zeiler Households
Ausios Meyer Zeiler Joseph Zeiler
Born: 1855, Vienna, Austria Born: Austria
Died: October 29, 1912 Died: Unknown
Nettie Schillinger Zeiler Mrs. Joseph Zeiler
Born: 1859, Vienna, Austria Born: Unknown
Died: July 4, 1940 Birthplace: Austria

Died: Unknown
Avram Herman Zeiler

Born: March 29, 1882, Vienna, Austria Johnny Zeiler
Died: July 16, 1943 Born: Unknown
Birthplace: Unknown
Samuel Zeiler Died: Unknown
Born: June 18, 1890, Leadville, Colorado
Died: February 18, 1920 Herman Zeiler
Born: Unknown
Joseph Zeiler Birthplace: Unknown
Born: February 12, 1896, Leadville, Colorado Died: Unknown

Died: May 24, 1961

Esther Zeiler
Born: December 1897 or 1898, Leadville, Colorado
Died: June 20, 1969



While not as prominent as some of the leading
Jewish families in Leadville, the Zeiler family was
nevertheless a long-lasting fixture in the city,
residing here from 1887 to 1913. Notably, the
Zeilers were emblematic of the opportunities that
the United States provided to many Jewish
immigrants and their children. Ausios Meyer Zeiler,
the patriarch of the major Zeiler branch in
Leadville, was a dry goods merchant who
maintained a simple, yet stable, business on the
city’s main street. His sons, however, were able to
move on from the family business to attend medical
school and became doctors, making comfortable
lives for themselves in Los Angeles, California.

Ausios and Nettie Schillinger were born in Austria
in 1855 and 1859, respectively. The couple
married prior to their arrival in the United States,
most likely just before the birth of their first child,
Avram Herman Zeiler (who went by Herman) on
March 29, 1882.2 The couple gave separate dates
for their immigration in the 1910 US Census:
Ausios in 1887, and Nettie reportedly in 1890.* It
was not uncommon for mothers and children to
immigrate later, when the father had established
adequate business and housing. The year that Nettie
reported is suspect because their second child was
born in Leadville on June 18, 1890.°

Curiously, it appears that Ausios made his way to
Leadville immediately after his immigration rather
than first settling in a major port like New York
City or an otherwise more established locale. He
arrived in Leadville in 1887, the same year he
immigrated and in time for the July-published
Leadville City Directory to record him.® Such a
quick arrival in Leadville after immigration
typically indicates a preexisting familial or business
associate’s presence in the city. The fact that Ausios
immediately formed a business with fellow Austrian
immigrant Moritz Mankuss does hint at a degree of
familiarity between the two. However, any such
prior connection is unfortunately unknown.
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Ausios’ first business endeavor in Leadville was the
short-lived tailoring firm of Mankuss & Zeiler,
formed with the above-mentioned Moritz Mankuss
and located at 120 Harrison Avenue.” Like many
early merchants in Leadville, he also lived above
the business. In 1888, Ausios opened his new dry
goods business, simply named M. Zeiler, at 112%,
Harrison Avenue where he also resided.® The
business and the Zeiler home changed once during
their time in Leadville, from 112% Harrison Avenue
to 112 Harrison Avenue.

Although Nettie’s year of immigration is not
entirely certain, she and young Herman had
nevertheless arrived in Leadville by 1890. The
family welcomed their second child, Samuel, in
June of that year.® Two more children were born to
Ausios and Nettie in the following decade: Joseph,
born February 12, 1896,%° and Esther, born 1897
or 1898.1%2 A Joseph Zeiler appeared in Leadville’s
1891 city directory under the employment of Ausios
and living above the store.™® The exact relation
between the two is unclear, but they were likely
brothers. Newspaper articles pertaining to Joseph
noted that he was married and had two children
named Johnny and Herman. However, vital
information on the family is absent. Joseph’s
naturalization record only provided his birthplace,
in Austria.!4

Despite their lengthy tenure in Leadville,
surprisingly few newspaper articles exist pertaining
to the family. The Zeilers apparently avoided public
controversy or activities that would incur gossip.
The exception was Ausios’ presumed brother
Joseph, whose son found himself on the wrong side
of the law in 1895. According to a Leadville
Evening Herald article, police arrested Joseph’s son
Johnny for stealing coal from the Midland Railroad
coal yards. At the trial, Johnny reported that his
father told him and his brother Herman to purchase
coal from the Sunshine coal office in town but
inadvertently found themselves at the railroad’s coal
yard after their dog ran away. Joseph had moved on
from Ausios’ business by 1894 and began working



as a peddler from his family’s home at 411 Pine

Street!® with the intention of reselling the coal his
sons were sent to purchase.® The article
humorously poked holes in the boys’ story and also
detailed Johnny’s punishment, placing much of the
blame on the parents. Curiously, Herman avoided

any repercussions:

Johnny was taken before Judge Nash
at 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon and
Deputy Briggs, and an ore hauler
named Shafer both testified to having
seen Johnny and his brother Herman
at the chute. The father and mother
of the children were both in court,
and were in a wildly excited
condition. They both alleged that the
father had sent them to the Sunshine
coal office, but as the coal could not
be delivered immediately the boys
were given permission to get coal
from the cars. The only way the boys
could explain how they came to be at
the Midland coal yards, half a mile
distant, was from the fact that their
dog, which was hauling the sled, had
run away. The peculiarity of the
running away was that the intelligent
canine knew enough to run directly
to the Midland chute, and there stop.

When Judge Nash sentenced the boy
to the reform school at Golden there
was a wail went up which almost
split the ceiling. The mother seized
her child, and for a few moments
held the court officers at bay,
refusing to allow them to take him
away. Finally, however, the little
fellow was pulled away from the
frantic mother and borne down the
stairs, howling lustily. Then the
parents turned their attention to the
judge, who had gone into his office.
Not speaking the purest English they
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probably concluded that the best
course to pursue was to endeavor to
reach the judicial heart through the
medium of cries and tears. Combined
with wild and wild [sic] and
despairing ejaculations. Zeiler
wringing his hands and begging the
judge in his highest key not to send
his little boy away, while, to add to
the dramatic effect of the scene, Mrs.
Zeiler got down on her knees and
added a shrill falsetto to the chorus.
The grief of the couple was certainly
sincere and probably natural enough
under the circumstances, but,
according to the testimony of Deputy
Briggs, who has been watching the
coal yards, the parents themselves
are largely to blame. According to
his testimony the boys are sent to the
coal yards by the father himself, and
it was also stated that Zeiler peddles
the coal thus taken at 25 cents a
sack.t’

Soon thereafter, Joseph and his family disappeared
from Leadville sources and do not reappear in

newspapers or public records in Colorado. Further
information pertaining to the family is unavailable.

When the Zeiler name did surface in the newspaper,
it most often pertained to the children’s current

level of education or their social activities outside of
school. Herman, for example, was in room two of
Leadville’s Central School in 1895 and in high
school in 1899.'° He also attended a sizeable
Halloween party hosted by a Lulu Grabert in
1899.%°

Ausios and Nettie’s family was largely absent from
newspaper mentions from the early 1900s until
1912. Their eldest child, Herman, left Leadville
sometime prior to 1906 to attend medical school.
He worked as an intern physician in 1906 at the
Ancon Hospital (now known as Gorgas Hospital) in



Panama City during the construction of the Panama
Canal. 2! His service record card listed his then-
residence as 165 West 19th Street, New York City.
By 1911, Herman had made his way to Los
Angeles, California.?? Samuel and Joseph remained
in Leadville and began working at their father’s
tailoring shop in 191123 and 1912,%* respectively. In
1912, Ausios also expanded his business to include
216 Harrison Avenue while retaining the old shop at
112 Harrison Avenue.?® Samuel may have been
managing the new store at 216 Harrison because the
city directory noted that he lived at the address. The
entire family made 216 Harrison their new home
later that year.?

After nearly three decades of relative quiet for the
Zeiler family, their lives changed dramatically in
1912, the same year that Ausios decided to grow his
business. Ausios passed away on October 29, 1912,
and his funeral service was held at the family’s
home at 216 Harrison Avenue.?’” Longtime Jewish
residents Maurice Miller and Harry Mamlock led
the burial service at Leadville’s Hebrew cemetery.?®
Pallbearers included Ausios’ early business partner
Moritz Mankuss, Maurice Miller, Hyman Isaacs,
Abraham Sandusky, Maurice Stager, and Samuel
Amter. An administrator sale took place in
December, 1912 to sell off the remainder of Ausios’
business stock.?°

The Zeiler family remained in Leadville for one
year after the death of Ausios and continued
residing at 216 Harrison Avenue, where Samuel
operated a revived dry goods business under his
own name.*® The remaining Zeiler family made
their way to Los Angeles, California after departing
Leadville. (Alan Gardner, a descendent of Ausios
and Nettie, describes their lives further below.)
Samuel passed away on February 18, 1920,%! Nettie
on July 4, 1940,% and Joseph on May 24, 1961.%
They are buried at Home of Peace Memorial Park in
Los Angeles. Avrum passed away on July 16, 1943,
and is buried at Forest Lawn Memorial Park in Los
Angeles.®* Esther died on June 20, 1969, in Los
Angeles.
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The photographs throughout this page (except for
the tombstone photograph) and the following
information were kindly submitted by Alan
Gardner, great-grandson of Ausios and Nettie
Zeiler:

Esther Zeiler, as your notes show,
was born December 5, 1895.%° She,
Herman, and Joseph all ended up in
Los Angeles, | have no idea why, but
seems it was about 1919.

Esther married Al Lewis Silk
sometime in the late 20’s. Esther and
Al had a daughter Marilyn Audrey
Silk (b. April 27, 1931, d. January,
1969).%¢ I also don’t know what
Esther did before she married Al,
except she owned or was part owner
of a dress shop for a while. Esther
died in June, 1969.

Marilyn Silk married Monroe
Gardner (b. June 9, 1927, d.
February 4, 2000) in August 1949.
They too had one child: Alan
Lawrence Gardner (that’s me!).

Alan Gardner married Barbara Ann
Bartlett in 1988. They have one
child, Laura Ann Gardner. Laura is
Ausios Zeiler’s Great Great
Granddaughter.

Joe Zeiler (b. February 12, 1896)
graduated USC medical school, but
I’m not sure when. He became a
prominent urologist in Los Angeles.
He married Elzie Inez Hicks (b.
March 21, 1897, d. January 1989) in
1927. They had one daughter:
Meyera Zeiler. Joe Zeiler died May
24, 1961, of a sudden heart attack
(see obituary).
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| believe Herman Zeiler became a
doctor, also in the Los Angeles area,
and may have been a pathologist. |
may be wrong about this. I also think
he had a son also named Alan.

Herman Zeiler, the son of Ausios
Meyer Zeiler, studied medicine at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons
(now Columbia University). He
served as Pathologist on the building
of the Panama Canal where he met
his future wife, Geneva Eden Dunkle
of Huntington, West Virginia. She
was a nurse on the same project.
(One return visit from Panama is
documented online by an entry
through Ellis Island.)

=0

Meyer Zeiler (born 1/3/1914)
became a pathologist like his father.
He married Floria Dena Goldman in
Los Angeles 2/14/1942. They had
two children, Claudia Zeiler and
Andrew Herman Zeiler. Claudia
Zeiler has one daughter. Andy Zeiler
has two adult children, Zachary
Zeiler and Gwendolyn Rose Zeiler.
Andrew Herman Zeiler now lives in
Boulder, Colorado.

Virginia Zeiler married Sandy
Vaughn and lived her adult life in
Schenectedy, N.Y. They had one
son, Michael Vaughn.
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